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The 2020 Calendar & Other
New Products At The Marine Park!

The new 2020 Roatan Marine Park Calendar will be 
here after October 15th! We would like to congratulate 
all those who won in the Photo Competition and are 
featured in this years calendar, including: 

Alex Harper-Graham, Caroline Power, Courtney 
Blankenship, Dave Canaan, Deb Johnston, Diane 
Bruggeman, France Bouchard/Brian Harris, Island 
Diving Center, Jen Willden, Kal Lin, Manuel Cabanillas, 
Matt Adams, Mau Riquelme, Monique Taree, Nevada 
Montagu, Patric Lengacher, Stacey Henderson, 
Stephanie Doniger, Stephane Tardif, and Vance Solseth. 

You can pick up a copy of the calendar at one of the 
Marine Park Ecostores or at supporting dive shops, cruise 
ship ports, and hotels.

The Marine Park also has several new sustainable 
products available at our Ecostores - just in time for the 
upcoming holiday season! Some of the products include 
a special edition wooden token made from sustainably 
farmed redwood trees, seahorse keychain bottle 
openers made from recycled metals, fabric Roatan 
Marine Park bracelets with an adjustable bamboo 
clasp, and the most recent Salt Life gear!

2020 Calendar Keychains

October
Coral Restoration Conference

October 9th and 10th

PIER Art Competition
October 11th and October 18th
Halloween Party at San Simon

October 26th

November
DEMA Show in Orlando, FL

November 13th to November 16th

Upcoming Events

Check our Facebook for 
more event details!

info@roatanmarinepark.org
www,roatanmarinepark.org

Facebook: RotanMP
Instagram: @officialroatanmarinepark

Keep Up With 
The Marine Park!

Tokens Salt Life Hats
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New Dive Sites
This season we’ve had several donors 
purchasing dive sites, bringing the total number 
of moorings we maintain to over 300!

Thad Renaud decided to once again support 
our cause and name his new site “Thad’s Joy.” 
Located near Crawfish Rock, the mooring is on 
the edge of the first wall and has some great 
cracks and swim throughs. 

The Ellis family dedicated their mooring to their 
son who unfortunately passed away. Owning 
a unit in Lawson Rock, they wanted to be able 
to see the site from their window, so “Milt’s 
Heavenly Dive” is just to the west of Mora 
Channel. 

The Burns family have always been a fan of 
our conservation efforts, so Chase made a 
donation to name a site for his son, “Angus’s 
Aquarium,” and his wife, “Kristin’s Krystal Clear.” 
The moorings are between West Bay and West 
End, and are ideal spots for snorkeling or diving. 
“Dorte’s Escape,” which is near Seaquest, was 
purchased by longtime visitors and residents of 
the island. The site is dedicated to Dorte, who 
owned Tyll’s dive shop, one of the first dive 
shops in West End.

One of the benefits of being a Platinum Business 
Sponsor is that you get to name a dive site 
each year that you are one! Earlier this year, 
West Bay Divers named their site “Salt Life 
Point,” requesting that it be placed on the very 
end of the island near Pablo’s Place. Ocean 
Connections have also been a Platinum 
sponsor for several years and their sites are 
called “Alaina’s Sandy Bottom,” which is near 
Crawfish Rock, and “Emma’s Plummet,” which 
is yet to be confirmed. 

Installing Moorings

Patrols
With the trade winds gone and so many days of 
calm seas, the Rangers have had to work extra hard 
to prevent illegal fishing and apprehend poachers. 
The majority of the year, our 80 miles of coastline 
is inaccessible due to wind and waves. Once the 
seas settle, however, the south side is filled with 
anything that floats and people fishing both legally 
and illegally. This has resulted in lots of confiscated 
items, which can be seen in the photo below.

To assist in monitoring the Rangers and analyzing 
their efforts, for quite some time we have been 
trying to work with Cybertracker and are finally 
happy to announce that we have acquired 
suitable phones for the software. Using Cedar CP3 
Rugged Smartphones from Juniper Systems, we 
are slowly constructing a database on incidents 
and confiscations. Using this data, we can present 
information to the public and use it to focus efforts 
or areas needing additional monitoring.

Confiscated Items

Updated Dive Site Map on Google



03

This year, our Turtle Protection Program reached 
out to 125 students through our Education 
Coordinator’s Sea Turtle Camp! The camps 
consist of 5 consecutive days where students 
learn the basics of sea turtle biology, natural and 
human threats to their livelihood, and ways to 
protect them. The camps were held in areas that 
had seen recurrent turtle incidents over the past 
few years, including Hottest Sparrow, Flowers Bay, 
Pensacola, Camp Bay and St. Helene 

Our Turtle Protection Program also consists of talks 
with community members related to threats and 
protocols. Thank you to our partners who made 
this possible, including MarAlliance, Waves of Art 
Gallery, Splash Inn Restaurant, and the Abundant 
Life Foundation.

Sea Turtle Protection Program: 
Sea Turtle Camp

Santa Elena

A Thriving Turtle Nest Season For Roatan
The Roatan Marine Park is proud to report that 
more than 3 times as many turtle nests have 
been reported in 2019 than 2018! This is due in 
part to our Turtle Nest Reward Program, as well 
as our Help A Hatchling Program, which has 
received 101 donations since its launch at the 
end of June. 

A total of 10 nests have been reported since 
June 22nd, of which 4 have already hatched. 
The East End has seen the most action, with a 
total of 6 reported nests in Camp Bay and 1 nest 
reported in Paya Bay. One of the nests was  even 
discovered by 4 children who took part in our 

“Turtle Camp” program. You may have heard 
their recently recorded ad with Blue Rave Radio 
about our Help A Hatchling campaign!

Wondering what species we have been 
seeing this year? The first 3 nests to hatch were 
Loggerheads, with Hawksbills hatching from 
the 4th nest. We are expecting at least 3 of the 
other nests to be Hawksbills. One of the nests is 
even expected to hatch around Halloween. 

For just $20, you can join our Help A Hatchling 
Program and receive an email when the other 
nests begin to hatch!

Blue Wave Radio Studio Second Nest Hatching

Santa Elena
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Our Community Development Coordinator, Yuri 
Rivera, has been busy these last few months 
running workshops, community clean ups, and 
reforestation campaigns in the communities of St. 
Helene and Punta Gorda. 

The first workshop was held by the Honduran Navy 
in Mid-July, and focused on teaching First Aid 
skills to the community members of St. Helene. 
Participants included local fisherman, who were 
elated to learn new skills that can help save a life! 
The second workshop, “Creative Leadership and 

Trash,” was held on August 16th in St. Helene to 
encourage leadership within the community to 
better manage solid waste
. 
A Clean Up Campaign was also held in St. Helene 
in mid-August, with a great turnout of over 50 
participants including fishermen, personnel from 
RECO, BICA, and students from the community 
school. The last event, held on August 30th, 
involved school children from St. Helene and 
focused on Environmental Awareness and 
Coconut Reforestation.

Community Development & Alternative Livelihoods

Clean Up Campaign First Aid for Marines Reforestation

Did you know that the Roatan Marine Park is 
managing a coral restoration project at the 
Seaquest Deep dive site? We are happy to report 
that the new coral fragments are growing well in 
the nursery, and the coral trees have attracted 
many visiting species such as spotted eagle rays!

With the assistance of supporting dive shops, we 
have successfully planted 16 trees. We plan to 
continue the program with additional support from 
shops and sponsors, creating new opportunities 
for the community to actively contribute to the 
conservation, and improve the overall health of, 
Roatan’s marine ecosystems.

One of the supporting dive shops we have worked 
with has been Ecodivers in West End. Read more 
about their experience with the project, written by 
manager Alexa:

“Ecodivers has had the privilege to work along 
side Tripp Funderburk and the Roatan Marine Park 
in the beginning stages of the Coral Restoration 
Project at Sea Quest Shallow. We didn’t realize the 
number of steps it takes to start a coral nursery, 
but luckily we have been a part of each step. 

We have constructed the PVC trees, hammered 
in moorings for the trees, and attached the trees 
creating the base garden. Harvesting both live  
elkhorn and staghorn corals felt destructive, but 
we have to think about the bigger picture and 
how many more corals we can produce from 
one fragment of opportunity. The last and more 
rewarding stage was out planting the corals.

The passion we share for the ocean is immense 
and this project is just one way we are giving back 
to what we love.”

Coral Restoration Program

Hanging Coral Harvesting Coral Outplanting Coral
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Protect Our Pride Program
The candidates of the Protect Our Pride Program have kept 
very busy since our last newsletter! They’ve completed their 
Advanced Open Water and CPR/First Aid Certifications, 
participated in a coral restoration project, and even swam 
with pilot whales.

At the end of July, the candidates visited West End to 
experience a day of diving in different topography, as well 
as observe how different dive shops are run. Thank you to 
our host dive shops, including West Bay Divers, Roatan Divers, 
Splash Inn, Las Rocas, and Mayan Divers.

With the assistance of Liber Garrido and Subway Watersports, 
the candidates then participated in a first aid and CPR class at 
Turquoise Bay. From there, it was officially on to Rescue Diver - 
which they began at the beginning of September!

We can’t wait to see what they will achieve in the coming 
months as they continue the POP Program and begin 
increasing awareness of the importance of the reef as dive 
professionals in Roatan!

Rescue Course

West End VisitFirst Aid & CPR

Coral Restoration

“CoCo View Resort has partnered with the RMP for the 14 years 
they have been in existence, and is proud to be a Platinum Sponsor. 
Together we have expanded and improved the mooring system on 
the South shore, instituted patrols in the area, and expanded the 
Lionfish Hunting Permit Program.  We are grateful for the RMP and 
the hard work these men and women do every day to help protect 
this fragile eco system. Great job all!”
                                                                                   - Coco View Resort

Sponsor Spotlight: 
CoCo View Resort

As we are a nonprofit organization, our conservation, education and community development efforts 
rely on support from our donors, members and business sponsors. 

We are a 501(c)(3) registered nonprofit in the US and Honduras, donations are tax-deductible. Shop 
to donate at our Eco Stores in West End, West Bay, Mahogany Bay, and Port of Roatan!

Learn more about how to be an individual or business donor or sponsor at 
www.roatanmarinepark.org/donate

THANK YOU To Our 2019 Business Sponsors! 
Support Businesses That Support Us

PLATINUM GOLD
Blue Island Divers

Brisas del Mar 
Infinity Bay

Mayan Princess Resort
Roatan Life Real Estate
Roatan Travel Network 

Sun Petroleum

SILVER
Bananarama

Cannibal Cafe 
Cayuco Divers

Eco Divers
Grand Roatan Resort 
Hotel Posada Arcoiris

Island House Vacation Rentals 
Mares

Paradise Hotel
RIDE

BRONZE
A Plus Marine

Bottom Time Scuba 
Ginger’s Caribbean Grill

Grand Bleu Diving
Las Rocas

Mariposa Lodge 
Richardson Serenity Villas 

Roatan Shark Dive
Splash Inn Dive Resort

Sun Divers 
Wikkid Resort


