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Eco Night closes Ocean Guardians Kids Camp
On January 29, West End community 
members shared an evening of laughs 
and contemplation as campers from 
Ocean Guardians Camp shared their final 
projects to the event’s proud families 
and guests. The two-month long camp 
organized by RMP’s Education Coordina-
tor, Timna Varela, included a range of 
hands-on learning activities and educa-
tional experiences in marine biology and 
conservation. 

The closing ceremony promptly named 
“Eco-Night” was held in Half Moon 
Resort, the venue was decorated with 
murals, paintings, and arts & crafts 
made by the students using recycled 
materials. The night began with video 
clips displaying camp memories and an 
original puppet show entitled “Paula, 

the Blind Leatherback Turtle,” in which 
campers narrated a story on the devas-
tating consequences that plastics and 
trash have on marine species. Another 
highlight, “Sueños del Berriche” the short 
film made by the campers showcased 
their dreams for the future of their com-
munity—an ocean without plastic.

It was heartfelt to see the 18 camp-
ers share their favorite memories, what 
they learned throughout the camp, and 
express their gratitude to the team, 
volunteers, and supporters who made 
this great experience in El Berrinche 
community possible.

Ocean Guardians is a 
two month long marine 
education and conserva-
tion camp that takes 
place every December 
for all children ages 
6-13. Hope to see you 
there next year!
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Island Honey

Beach & Reef Cleanup

Join RMP in cleaning up Roatan beaches 
and reefs locations. Thank you to the 92 
volunteers who made our Mesoamerican 
Reef Day clean up a success.

Wolves Bikers Roatan are making a difference
Wolves Bikers Roatan is an emerging group of young committed volunteers taking action within their com-
munity. Since the beginning of this year, the motorcycle enthusiasts have collaborated with RMP in three large 
clean-up efforts around the island.

Commemorating World Wetlands Day under the theme “Wetlands for a Sustainable Urban Future” the group 
participated in cleaning up mangrove swamps in El Berrinche, removing 18 
bags full of plastic bottles and other solid waste from the mangrove swamps.

The volunteers also participated in beach cleanups on March 1st and March 
10th in Luna Beach and Miller’s avenue. Collectively, 28 garden size bags of sol-
id waste was collected, sorted, and responsibly disposed of from these beaches. 
Thank you Wolves Bikers for your selfless efforts. 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer or getting involved in RMP initia-
tives contact us at education@roatanmarinepark.net. 

Community Spotlight

Island Honey produces 
natural honeys, soaps, 
shampoos, and more 
honey comb based 
products

RMP Birthday Fundraiser

Enjoy an evening of celebration for 
conservation at RMP’s 13th anniversary at 
Bananarama.

Alternative
Livelihoods 
RMP’s longest standing community development project continues to taste the sweetness 
of success with their honey based products.

Island Honey began as a community effort to provide Corozal fishermen and their 
families with an alternative livelihood as the prohibition of fishing in Corozal came into 
effect. RMP collaborated with grant donors KFW Development Bank and MARfund to 
secure the funds for the equipment, materials, training, and infrastructure necessary to 
begin producing honey —since the projects inception the beekeepers have expanded their 
production capacity from 4 to 58 honeycomb frames. 

The Corozal beekeepers have recently added natural soap, lip balm, and body lotion in a 
third round of product expansions and are currently working with KFW to develop their 
production capacity again later this year. Supporting alternative livelihood projects such 
as Island Honey is important to help reduce illegal fishing and take pressure off the reef. 
Be sure to check out Island Honey products next time you are in West End.
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Island Honey

An important goal of these projects is to 
preserve the genetic diversity of these 
threatened species. We are attempting to 
grow and plant the most disease and heat 
resistant nursery-raised corals back on 
the reef to help restore healthy, spawning 
colonies of these important corals.

Outplanting “reef-ready” corals that are 
healthy and large enough to survive on 
the reef has begun.  50 staghorn and 15 

elkhorn corals have been outplanted from 
the Sandy Bay nursery while RRR has 
outplanted 170 staghorn corals and 18 
elkhorn corals onto the reef near Turquoise 
Bay. Both programs are working to educate 
divers and the Roatan community about 
the importance of Roatan’s reefs and the 
value of a reef restoration program on the 
island.

Please contact info@roatanims.org if you 
would like more information. Or to volun-
teer or contribute to RRR’s work, please 
email: trippfunderburk@gmail.com 

Coral Reef Restoration comes to Roatan
By Jennifer Keck & Tripp Funderburk

We are excited to report that coral nursery and reef restoration programs have been developed in Roatan. The Roatan Marine Park, in collaboration 
with the Roatan Institute for Marine Sciences and Healthy Reefs Initiative is currently growing elkhorn (Acropora palmata) and staghorn (Acropora 
cervicornis) corals and planting nursery-raised corals back onto the reef. 

Our pilot project began in early 2016 
with the installation of 4 coral nursery 
“trees” in the Sandy Bay area.  In July 
of 2017, we collaborated with Coral 
Restoration Foundation International 
(CRFI), a Florida-based non-profit 
organization, to install ten additional 
coral nursery “trees” at our site. We 
have over 1000 corals in our nursery 
and plans to double the number of 
trees at this site by the end of spring. 
We also plan to establish a second nurs-
ery site in the West End/West Bay area, 
which dive shops will be able to visit 
and help support.

The Roatan Reef Restoration Project is 
also operating a similar coral nursery 
and restoration program. Their project 
also began in early 2016, when Tur-

quoise Bay Resort, Subway Watersports, 
and Acqua S.A., teamed up with CRFI to 
construct and install 10 coral “trees” near 
Turquoise Bay on Roatan’s north coast.  
Ten coral “trees” were also installed 
near Mahogany Bay off the south coast. 
Officials from the Roatan Marine Park 
(RMP) and the Bay Islands Conservation 
Association (BICA) participated in the 
construction of these two coral nurseries.

We are currently working with staghorn coral (Acropora cervicornis) and elkhorn coral 
(Acropora palmata).  These two species of coral were once the most abundant and 
important species on Caribbean reefs in terms of building reef structure and provid-
ing three-dimensional habitat for marine life. Both of these species underwent a 97% 
decline in abundance throughout the Caribbean in the 1970s and 1980s due mainly to 
White Band Disease. The severe decline resulted in these keystone species being listed 
as “Threatened” under the U.S. Endangered Species Act and “Critically Endangered” on 
the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s (IUCN) Red list. 

Earth Day Mangrove 
Planting

Celebrate Earth Day planting mangrove 
seedlings in collaboration with Abundant 
Life Foundation & RMP in Sandy Bay. 
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Beach & Reef Cleanup

RMP’s second beach & reef cleanup during 
the month of April. Stay tuned to RMP’s 
facebook page for upcoming information 
on the time and location.28
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We would like to say a big thank you to Amy 

and Dave Canaan who dedicated a dive site 

in loving memory of his father who sadly 

passed away having devoted over 40 years 

to the US Navy. They thought it was a fitting 

memorial, naming the new site “The chiefs 

quarters”. The mooring is just to the west of 

the Luna Beach channel, set in 25ft of water.

17 19
Caribbean Cup Free Diving 
Competition 

May 17th, marks the beginning of the Car-
ibbean Cup Free Diving Competition. RMP 
will host a variety of events to coincide 
with the competition including a juniors 
competition and lionfish cook off. 

Beach and Reef Cleanup

RMP’s first of two beach & reef cleanup 
during the month of May. Check our face-
book page for upcoming information on 
the time and location.

FRANCIS LEAN, 
Executive Director
director@roatan 
marinepark.net

NIC BACH, 
Marine Infrastracture 

& Patrols

+504 9430 3199 
info@roatan 
marinepark.net

TIMNA VARELA 
Education
+504 9435 4945 
education@roatan 
marinepark.net

ZEKE LOPEZ, 
Marketing & 
Fundraising
+504 9917 4790 
donate@roatan 
marinepark.net

New Channel Markers 
in Sandy bay
At the beginning of March there was an inci-

dent involving a snorkeler and an unidenti-

fied boat at the end of Sandy Bay. The woman 

was struck while snorkeling inside the lagoon 

and fortunately escaped with her life. 

To prevent this from happening again Blue 

Island Divers and Sol y Mar have donated the 

funds for 16 channel markers to be placed 

within the lagoon —RMP is in the process 

of installing the markers. These demarca-

tion markers serve two purposes, to indicate 

boat passage and inform snorkelers where 

they should be extra cautious. We ask that 

all businesses inform their guests that when 

snorkeling it is recommended that they use 

a marker buoy, stay aware of boats, and avoid 

the marked channel. If you feel that there 

are other parts of the island that require this 

type of marine infrastructure, please contact 

RMP at info@roatanmarinepark.net.

Contact RMP

Any other enquiries +504 2445 4206
info@roatanmarinepark.net

Have you got an interesting story to tell for our next newsletter? Contact us at info@roatanmarinepark.net

Dive 
Moorings

RMP East End Patrols Begin

The Isabelle-Sirina began patrolling the East 

side of the island this February after months 

of hard work, fundraising, and planning from 

the residents of the East End. The boat is 

dedicated solely to the East End and runs out 

of Dive Pangaea. 

RMP’s park rangers work alongside the 

Honduran police force and navy to enforce 

Honduran Environmental Law to prevent all 

illegal threats to marine protected areas ma-

rine ecosystems and natural resources. Since 

the patrol program’s inception, the Healthy 

Reefs for Healthy People Report has reported 

increases in coral cover and herbivorous 

and commercial fish biomass in the areas in 

which RMP patrols, making these reefs some 

of the healthiest in the entire Mesoamerican 

Reef System. 

This marks a crucial point in improving the 

health and resiliency of the marine ecosys-

tems and coral reefs in the East End and 

greater Roatan area.
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