
Showcasing the finalists of the Roatan Marine Park Photo Competition

Roatan Marine Park 
Calendar

Bay Islands Beach and Reef Clean Up

Camp Bay Protect the Reef Street Signs

The 2019 RMP Calendar 
is almost here!

The calendar showcases 
the winners of RMP’s 
2018 photo competition 
and will be avaliable in 
our stores on Sept. 24.

Thank you to everyone 
who took part in the 
competition and our 
independent judges Jen 
Keck, Shawn Jackson, 
Mickey Charteris, & 
César Rodas.

See the winners of the 
competition on page 4!

COMMUNITY FOR 
CONSERVATION
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2018
Roatan Marine Park, protecting Roatan’s marine ecosystems since 2005. 

International Year of the Reef 2018
At the 31st General Meeting (November 
2016), the International Coral Reef 
Initiative, a partnership between 
Nations and organizations which strives 
to preserve coral reefs and related 
ecosystems around the world, declared 
2018 the International Year of the Reef 
the third time since 1997 and 2008.

Since its inception the International Year 
of the Reef (IYOR) has accomplished 
tremendous strides in spreading public 
awareness and understanding of coral 
reefs, in order to further conserve and 
manage fragile coral reef ecosystems. 
In total, over 225 organizations in over 
65 countries participated in previous 
IYOR campaigns to create more than 
630 events,  publish over 700 articles in 
papers and magazines, and conduct over 
100 scientific surveys.

For the first time in its history, the Roatan 
Marine Park joined in on the celebration 
this July & August. RMP’s education 
program organized various events around 
Roatan with the goal of strengthening 
awareness about the value of, and threats 
to, coral reefs and associated ecosystems.

July 27 - 29 — Bay Islands Beach and Reef Clean Up
Organizations and communities from all around 
the Bay Islands took on a massive clean up 
initiative, collecting solid waste and debris from 
the beaches and reefs across the Bay Islands. 
Thank you to Bay Islands Coastal Clean Up 
(BICCU),  the Coral Reef Alliance, the Bay Islands 
Conservation Association (BICA), and all the 
hardworking volunteers who made it possible.
(Continued on page 3)
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Camp Bay Turtle Hatching

Mar Alliance Research Assistant aides a hatchling stuck in the sand. 

Nest 03-2018
CAMP BAY

West End Parade

Floats, trucks, and cars will parade through 
West End displaying their theme at the 
end of the Carnival at 3 P.M.

On Tuesday, August 28th, 85 Hawksbill turtle hatchlings sprawled through the sand and 
into the open ocean in Camp Bay Beach. RMP East End setup protection, a 24 hour watch, 
and celebrations for 8 days after the nest was found. One of our key goals was to spread 
awareness of and get the local community, especially the children excited about nature 
and conservation on Roatan, where turtles and their nests are still poached today.

On the morning of August 20th, Eland Matute Pandy reported a hawksbill turtle nest 
to the RMP East End. After verifying the presence and location of the nest, a mesh net 
barrier was erected around the site to protect the eggs from predators and accidental or 
forceful removal, one of the chief causes of sea turtle hatchling and egg mortalities. Two 
days later, a small celebration was organized to kick off the watch and build excitement 
for the ocean and the creatures that inhabit it. We really wanted to build excitement in 
the community and make the nest a big deal for the kids living there, none of whom had 
ever seen turtles hatching before.

Over the next 6 days, a 24 hour watch was taken by Lavin Matute and Johnny Collins to 
ensure no one would disturb the nest, as the illegal poaching of sea turtle nests and 
eggs is still occurring on Roatan today. Finally, on Tuesday, August 28th at around 6:30PM 
the first turtle began to make its way towards the ocean. A group of about 25 Camp Bay 

Community Spotlight

Beach Clean Up

Join RMP in cleaning up Roatan’s beaches 
and reef. Contact us at education@roatan-
marinepark.org to volunteer.

community members and other nature enthusiast stood vigil 
over the nest and celebrated until the rest of the babies made 
their way through the sand at about 9:00PM.

All 83 hawksbill turtle hatchings that left the nest that night 
safely made it to the open ocean. While the RMP’s Education 
Coordinator, a MAR Alliance-Honduras Research Associate, and 
a volunteer were inspecting the nest the next morning, they 
found 2 more hatchlings stuck inside. The hatchlings were 
then promptly aided and reached the ocean slightly behind 
their siblings. The experience was a very fun and memorable 
experience for the whole Camp Bay community, who were still 
raving about it days later.

The Roatan Marine Park is committed to the protection these 
threatened species and their young from the day of nesting, 
until the day of spawning. Please work with us to stop the 
decline of sea turtles and ensure their recovery for future 
generations. Find out more about what we are doing and how 
you can help at roatanmarinepark.org/saveroatansturtles.
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International Year of the Reef 2018

RMP Environmental Education In Numbers

RMP IYOR 2018 Speech Contest

Environmental Education
(Continuted from page 1)

July 27 -  Aug 2 — RMP Reef Fest. 
Thirty high school students from Instituto José Santos Guardiola,  received 
educational lectures on marine conservation from Plastics to Sustainable 
Tourism in Bay Islands.  Over 5 days guest speakers from organizations 
such as Think Beyond Plastic, MAR Alliance Honduras, Bay Islands Reef 
Restoration, BICA and Go Blue Bay Islands.

Aug 24 — RMP Speech Contest. 
Eighteen students from several local public and private high schools 
competed in a speech contest themed,  “A Roatan Reef Plastic-Free”. 
Participants enthusiastically recited persuasive speeches at the Roatan 
Institue for Marine Sciences in English and Spanish before a panel of 
judges. The winners of the competition went home with snorkel sets 
donated by Roatan Mares Store, and the grand prize for both 1st place 
winners was an Open-Water certification course, courtesy of Splash Inn 
Dive Resort and Grand Bleu Diving. We hope that by exposing young minds 
to coral reefs and everything nature has to offer, we can create future 
conservationists that will protect the environment and their community!

09
Soda Stream Competition

Students from 6 local schools will 
compete to clean up their communities 
and learn the impact of plastics in our 
oceans. Hosted by Soda Stream.

OCT Roatan International 
Lionfish Tournament

Lionfish Derby and Cookoff. R.I.L.T. is 
dedicated to educating the public of the 
hazards Lionfish pose to the Meso-Amer-
ican reef and the untapped commercial 
opportunities for locals.

13

RMP Reef Fest

Activity Group # of Participants Place
Coral reef lecture & IYOR 
beach clean up Lunsford Johnson School 69 Flowers Bay

Monthly lecture & mangrove 
clean up Miguel Paz Barahona School 45 El Berrinche, West End

Protect the reef street signs Jose Trinidad Reyes School 16 Camp Bay

Coral reef lecture & fieldtrips to 
RIMS and glassbottom boat Jose Santos Gaurdiaola School 17 West End

Sea life workshop Paradise Babies Summer Camp 22 Sandy Bay

Coral reef lecture Bulldog Security 12 Sandy Bay

Sea turtle lecture Mahogany Bay 65 Mahogany Bay Cruise Port

Marine Against Debris National Association of Black 
Scuba Divers Youth 19 West End
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Macro
1st: Courtney Blankenship
2nd: Ricardo Calderón
3rd: Clévment Ignacio

Black and White
1st: Courtney Blankenship
2nd: Ricardo Calderón
3rd: Stephanie Doniger

Invertebrates
1st: Okada Kiyoshi
2nd: Courtney Blankenship
3rd: Courtney Blankenship

The Calendar will be 
avaliable in RMP Stores on 
Sept. 24th.

Diver
1st: Caroline Power
2nd: Ricardo Calderón
3rd: Monique Tarée

Wide Reef Scene
1st: David Sanchez
2nd: Caroline Power
3rd: Hanna Bobst

Behavior
1st: Caroline Power
2nd: Alex Harper
3rd: Clément Ignacio

Best Find
1st: Courtney 
Blankenship
2nd: Irma Korb
3rd: Irma Korb

Beach Clean Up

Join RMP in cleaning up Roatan’s beaches 
and reef. Contact us at education@roatan-
marinepark.org to volunteer.

Triathlon Beach Regatta

We will be hosting the annual Triathlon 
Beach Regatta on the 7th of October at 
Sundowner’s Beach Bar - West End, Roatan, 
Honduras.

FRANCIS LEAN, 
Executive Director
director@roatan 
marinepark.org

NIC BACH, 
Marine Infrastracture 

& Patrols

+504 9430 3199 
info@roatan 
marinepark.org

TIMNA VARELA 
Education
+504 9435 4945 
education@roatan 
marinepark.org

ZEKE LOPEZ, 
Marketing & 
Fundraising
+504 9430 3193 
donate@roatan 
marinepark.org

Seven New Dive Sites Between 
Palmetto Bay and Big Bight
Since the Black Pearl Dive Shop 
moved from Pristine Bay last year, 
there was a 10 mile stretch of 
coastline between Sandy Bay and 
Milton Bight with no dive shops. With 
little demand there was no need to 
maintain the dive moorings in this 
area, however with a new dive shop 
opening up in Palmetto Bay, we were 
requested by the residents and the 
dive shop owner to renovate them.

 In the past month we have replaced 
several old galvanized chains and 
installed 7 new dive sites, bringing 
the total number of moorings 
between Palmetto Bay and Big Bight 
to 16. Gordon Mayer, a home owner 
at Palmetto, has been the primary 

initiator of this project and was kind enough 
to purchase 3 new dive sites, naming them 
“Nicolette’s”, “Pepper Point”, and “Mickey’s”/”Ocho 
Locos”.  While the RMP is responsible for the 
installation and maintenance of the marine 
infrastructure, we ask the users to always check 
the mooring lines and report any that need 
replacement.

Contact RMP

Any other enquiries +504 2445 4206
info@roatanmarinepark.org

Have you got an interesting story to tell for our next newsletter? Contact us at info@roatanmarinepark.org

Photo Competition 
Results

RMP Patrols
Over the past few months we have been slowly 
renovating each of the RMP patrol boats and 
before the end of the year we will have 5 
pangas to monitor all 80 miles of Roatan’s 
coastline. With money from the RMP birthday 
party fundraiser and the Guitarmageddon 
fundraiser in San Francisco earlier on in the year, 
we were able to purchase a new Evinrude 90hp 
engine for one of our south side patrol boats. 
As this engine has better fuel economy and is 
more environmentally friendly than the former 
Yamaha Enduros, we are planning on phasing all 

the boats to Evinrudes in the future. 

Having reliable engines is key for our park rangers to be able to enforce fishing 
regulations within the Marine Park, which include the removal of conch, lobster, 
turtle, sharks, parrotfish, tangs and sea cucumbers, and the use of spearguns, all nets 
except cast nets, lobster and fish traps.
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